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Empowering Sri Lanka’s SMEs: A Milestone Day of Insight, Strategy, and Action 

In a compelling demonstration of what public-private collaboration can achieve, the 
American Chamber of Commerce in Sri Lanka (AmCham SL) and the Rotary Club of 
Colombo Port City convened over 50 business leaders, policymakers, and entrepreneurs 
on August 6, 2025, for a high-impact conclave focused on transforming Sri Lanka’s SME 
landscape. Held at the BOI Auditorium of the World Trade Center, the event, titled 
“Empowering Sri Lanka’s SMEs – Build. Scale. Thrive.”, marked a turning point in the 
national conversation around enterprise development. 

The day unfolded as a meticulously curated series of plenaries, fireside chats, and 
technical clinics, with the shared purpose of providing real-world strategies for accessing 
finance, navigating regulation, and unlocking scale. 

 

A Conclave of Influence: Voices That Matter 

The conclave opened with remarks from Rtn. Michael Jayawardana (Head of Product 
Development, Hayleys Advantis) and Ms. Neelika Tillekeratne (Secretary General, 
AmCham SL), Co-Chairs of the initiative. District Governor Delvin Pereira articulated 
Rotary’s role in nurturing grassroots entrepreneurship, while Hon. Chathuranga 
Abeysinghe, Deputy Minister of Industry & Entrepreneurship Development, outlined the 
government’s roadmap for SME transformation. 

Among the keynote speakers and session leaders: 

• Mr. Rajeeva Bandaranaike, CEO, Colombo Stock Exchange 

• Mr. Jude Fernando, CEO, National Credit Guarantee Institution Limited 

• Dr. Rohantha Athukorala, Chair, Rotary SME Initiative 

• Mr. Dhananath Fernando, CEO, Advocata Institute 

• Senior partners from EY Sri Lanka, Moore Aiyar, and leading legal and IP experts 

 

 

 



From the Boardroom to the Breakout 

The day was divided into three thematic blocks: 

Session I: National Direction 
Panelists tackled macroeconomic questions around trade policy, SME competitiveness, 
and the evolution of capital markets. The session spotlighted the vital role of credit 
guarantees and regulatory alignment in enabling scale. 

Session II: Stories that Inspire 
A standout moment came during the fireside chat moderated by Michael Jayawardana, 
featuring Rajiv Silva (Azend Technologies) and Janik Jayasuriya (Celeste Daily). These 
founders shared their lived experiences of building scalable brands from the ground up—
underscoring that world-class innovation can emerge from local soil. 

Session III: Capacity Building Clinics 
In the afternoon, entrepreneurs participated in small-group breakout clinics covering 
topics such as digital tax, trade policy, access to finance, and intellectual property law. 
These were led by some of Sri Lanka’s foremost specialists and designed to bridge the 
knowledge-action gap for SMEs on the cusp of growth. 

 

Partnerships that Power Progress 

“At AmCham Sri Lanka, we firmly believe that SMEs are not just contributors to the 
economy—they are catalysts for innovation, resilience, and inclusive growth. Today’s event 
exemplifies our commitment to fostering partnerships that empower our member 
entrepreneurs with the tools, networks, and capital they need to scale sustainably,” said 
Shirendra Lawrence, President of AmCham SL.  

“Rotary’s DNA is service, and today’s platform was about serving enterprise. From 
mentorship to access to policy influencers, we’re proud to build bridges that SMEs can 
walk across,” noted Delvin Pereira, District Governor for Rotary International District 3220 
– Sri Lanka and Maldives. 

The event concluded with a media briefing featuring key organisers and a robust 
networking session, fostering new connections among funders, founders, and facilitators. 

 

 

 



Looking Ahead 

The Conclave is not a one-off. It is part of a broader Rotary-AMCHAM commitment to 
institutionalising SME support, including the upcoming launch of the Rotary-AMCHAM 
SME Accelerator Program, which will incubate selected enterprises through structured 
mentorship and resource access in the months ahead. 

As Sri Lanka navigates economic headwinds, the message from the Rotary-AMCHAM SME 
Conclave 2025 is clear: with the right partnerships, SMEs don’t just survive—they 
thrive. 
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