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Central Bank Governor Charts Sri Lanka’s Economic Future at High-Profile
AmCham Sri Lanka Forum

Colombo, June 2, 2025 — Over 100 leaders from the public, private, and
multilateral sectors gathered this evening at the Courtyard by Cinnamon Grand for a
special address by the Governor of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka, Dr. Nandalal
Weerasinghe, under the theme “Charting Sri Lanka’s Economic Course.” The
Secretary to the Treasury and Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development, Mr. Mahinda Siriwardana, attended the address as a guest of honour.

Hosted by the American Chamber of Commerce in Sri Lanka (AmCham SL) and
organized by the Trade and Investment committee lead by Mr. Dilshan Perera, Head
of Global Network Banking, HSBC, and AmCham SL Director, this exclusive event
offered the audience critical insight into Sri Lanka’s economic trajectory, recovery
strategies, and future priorities.

The keynote address, delivered by the Governor of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka,
focused on the country's current macroeconomic status, reforms underway, foreign
investment outlook, and long-term fiscal sustainability.

The Governor emphasized Sri Lanka’s progress in fiscal and economic reforms,
noting improvements in macroeconomic indicators, including a significant reduction
in inflation. He stated that inflation, which previously spiked, has been brought down
to a manageable range between 5.2% and 7.1%, with efforts ongoing to maintain it
around the 5% target, reflecting prudent monetary policy by the Central Bank.

Following the address, the Governor engaged in an insightful and interactive Q&A
session moderated by Mr. Kavinda De Zoysa, Chairman of Bank of Ceylon. The
discussion covered a broad spectrum of issues including investor confidence,
inflation management, currency stabilization, and long-term debt sustainability.

When asked about the ongoing negotiation with the USTR on the reciprocal tariffs
that were introduced on April 02, the Governor acknowledged the impact of the
44% U.S. tariff and broader global trade uncertainties. He stressed the importance
of government support for affected sectors and proactive engagement with trading
partners. The Governor requested the need to diversify export markets and build
resilience buffers and highlighted it as essential to Sri Lanka’s long-term economic
stability and competitiveness.



Reiterating confidence in Sri Lanka’s debt repayment plan, the Governor assured
that with current policies and international cooperation, debt sustainability remains
achievable and manageable.

AmCham Sri Lanka’s President, Mr. Shirendra Lawrence commented on the
significance of the session:

“We welcome the Central Bank Governor’s continued commitment to fiscal stability
and structural reform, which is essential for investor confidence and long-term
economic resilience. As Sri Lanka navigates global headwinds and tariff challenges,
it is vital that we build greater competitiveness through digital transformation,
market diversification, and strategic public-private collaboration. AmCham Sri Lanka
remains dedicated to supporting these efforts and advocating for policies that
strengthen U.S.-Sri Lanka trade and investment ties.”

Mr. Nimal Cooke, Executive Director, Capital Maharaja Group, who participated in
the event stated that the discussion was both informative and robust, and when it
was over it left a large void, seeking more. “The time was short, but the message
was clear and precise. Thank you AmCham for the proactive approach, we look
forward to more of these sessions going forward. At a time like this, when the
country is at a crossroads, institutions such as AmCham have a major role to play.

This event is part of AmCham’s continued efforts to foster dialogue between
government leadership and the business community, encouraging transparent
communication and collaborative policymaking.
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